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Eric J. Klaus
300 Pulteney St.
Geneva, NY 14456

(315) 781-3635

klaus@hws.edu

EMPLOYMENT

2020-

Professor of German, Hobart and William Smith Colleges

2010-2020
Associate Professor of German, Hobart and William Smith Colleges

2001-2010
Assistant Professor of German, Hobart and William Smith Colleges


EDUCATION

2001

Ph.D. in German Studies, Brown University
1997

M.A. in Germanic Studies, University of Maryland, College Park,
1993

B.A. in German, Minor in History, Dickinson College
PUBLICATIONS

Book
2018

Somnambulistic Lucidity – the Sleepwalker in the Works of Gustav Meyrink. New 

York: Peter Lang, 2018. Print. 
Referred Journal Articles

2011

“Teaching Culture in the German Classroom: A Framework for Intercultural 

Learning.” Intercultural Learning: Goals, Approaches, and Teaching Materials. Ed. Rachel Halverson, Pennylyn Dykstra-Pruim.  American Association of Teachers of German, 2011. 1 – 19. ISBN: 9781932737257

2010

“Allegorical Slumber: Somnambulism and Salvation in Gustav Meyrink’s Der 

Golem ” Seminar 46 (2) 2010 131-145.

2007

“A Modern Gnostic: Gustav Meyrink’s Der Engel vom westlichen Fenster. “   

Modern Austrian Literature 40 (2) 2007 1-20.

2003

“The Formula of Self-formation: Bildung and vospitanie in

              Goethe’s Wilhelm Meister’s Apprenticeship and Gorky’s Mother.” Germano-Slavica 

              XIV (2003) p. 75 – 86.

Current Projects
Language Games: Yoko Tawada’s Intersemiotic Translations
Yoko Tawada (1960-) produces powerful and playful critiques of largely unchallenged assumptions that inform identity on a variety of dimensions: from individual, to gender, to cultural, to national. The engine for these critiques is translation, specifically intersemiotic translations as defined by Roman Jakobson. With the help of Yuri Lotman’s notion of the semiosphere, this article traces the process of intersemiotic translation in Tawada’s work as she lays bare the unseen processes of meaning making that undergird the fragility of socially constructed meaning upon which much of our understanding of the world rests. 

Bildung’s Site of Memory: the Walhalla Temple and German National Identity
This project investigates the role of the Walhalla Temple in Regensburg, Germany, in the creation of German national identity as a site of memory. It will trace the genesis of the Walhalla Temple, as well as shifting conceptualization of German national identity over time. Central in this exploration is the confluence of the motivation and construction of the Walhalla temple with the vicissitudes of Bildung, or self-formation. Both the monument and the discourse signal an initial grand, egalitarian project of self-formation based on aesthetic representation, only to embody exclusionary qualities of German national identity formation.
Book Reviews

2011
Christoph Deupmann und Kai Luers-Kaiser, eds., “Die Wut des Zeitalters ist tief”: Die Merowinger und die Kunst des Grotesken bei Meimito von Doderer. Schriften der Meimito von Doderer-Gesellschaft 4. Würzburg: Königshausen & Neumann, 2010. 608 pp. In Modern Austrian Literature 44 (3) 2011 94-95.
2011

Gunter Kleefeld. Mysterien der Verwandlung: Das okkulte Erbe in  

Georg Trakls Dichtung. Satzburg-Vienna: Otto Müller Verlag, 2009.     

In Modern Austrian Literature 44 (1-2) 2011 86.

2009

Hartmut Binder. Gustav Meyrink: Ein Leben im Bann der Magie. 

Prague: Vitalis, 2009. In Modern Austrian Literature 44 (1-2) 87. 

2008

Mike Mitchell. Vivo: The Life of Gustav Meyrink. Sawtry, Cambs:    

Deadalus Limited, 2008. In Modern Austrian Literature 42 (3) 2009 96

2007

A. Dirk Moses. German Intellectuals and the Nazi Past. 

Cambridge, New York, et al.: Cambridge University Press, 2007.   

In German Studies Review 2008
2007

Martin A. Völker. Raumphantasien, narrative Ganzheit und Identität: Eine 

Rekonstruktion des ästhetischen aus dem Werk und Wirken der Freiherren von Dalberg. Laatzen: Wehrhahn, 2006. In German Studies Review October 2007, p. 692.
2006


Veza Canetti, Viennese Short Stories. Trans. Julian Preece. 



      Riverside, CA: Ariadne Press, 2006. and Ludwig Laher, Heart Flesh 



      Degeneration. Trans. Susan Tebbutt. Riverside, CA: Ariadne Press, 2006. In 



      Modern Austrian Literature 2006
2004

Claire Baldwin. The Emergence of the Modern German Novel: Christoph Martin Wieland, Sophie von 
La Roche, and Maria Anna Sagar. Rochester, NY: Camden House. 2002. In The German Quarterly 77 (1), 2004. 
INVITED TALKS
2010

Presented teaching tips on teaching with technology at Fall Tech-pedagogy & 

Languages Lunch Series

2009 

Presented teaching tips for first-year and 100-level courses, Faculty Institute 

2008

“Unmasking the Doppelganger: Gustav Meyrink as a Gnostic” Literary afternoon at 

  Westerkerk in Amsterdam, The Netherlands, hosted by the Bibliotheca Philosophica  

  Hermetica.

2006

Gustav Meyrink and the Uncanny at Lycoming College.

PRESENTATIONS AT HWS
2017

Guest Lecture for MUS 204: A Glimpse into a Romantic Age

2015

Technology in Pedagogy Lunch Series: Digital Pedagogy and Cultural Literacy

2014

Faculty Lunch Talk: Teaching Critical Thinking in FSEMs
2014

Mock class to invited scholars: German Modernism

2010

Faculty Lunch Talk: Memory and Identity in Goodbye Lenin
2010

Accepted student open house: Kafka and Epistemological Ambiguity
2010

Technology in Pedagogy Lunch Series: Cultural Mapping

2009

Mini-college sample class: Scars of Berlin

2009

HWS colloquium on First-year seminars: Haunting Memories
2008

International Student Orientation: German Modernism

2005

Faculty lunch talk: The Aesthetics of Hate – Nazi Art and Nazi Ideology

2004

Faculty lunch talk: Technology in the Foreign-language Classroom

2003

Mini-college sample class: German Modernism
CONFERENCE PAPERS AND SEMINARS

2018

German Studies Association



Seminar on “The Science of the Soul”

2018

Northeast Society for Eighteenth Century Studies



“Late Enlightenment’s Struggle for Self: Friedrich Schiller’s Der Geisterseher”

2016

Northeast Society for Eighteenth Century Studies



"Translating Germanness: Aesthetic National Identity in the Walhalla 

 Temple"

2015

German Studies Association



 “Gateways of Meaning Making: Border Crossings in the Texts of Yoko 

  Tawada”

2015

Tartu Summer School Semiotics



“Gateways of Meaning Making: Unpredictable Translations in the Texts 

 of Yoko Tawada”

2010

Europäische Totentanz-Vereinigung 



“Noch eine Partie? – Stefan Zweigs Schachnovelle”

2010

Northeast Conference for Teachers of Foreign Languages



“Culture through Technology” – Google Earth and interpretive learning in the 

  Beginning German classroom – Deutschlandtour

2009

Northeastern American Society for Eighteenth Century Studies

“Bildung and Warfare”

2007
Northeastern Modern Language Association, March 2007


“Ein unheimliches Heim” – The Uncanny in Jeremias Gotthelf’s Die schwarze   

 Spinne”

2005

American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages
2005. “Wissen und Erinnern sind dasselble: Memory, Alchemy, and 

Mysticism in Gustav Meyrink’s Der Engel vom westlichen Fenster.”

2005

Northeastern Modern Language Association 

“Allegorical Slumber: Gustav Meyrink and die Moderne”
2004

57th Anjual Kentucky Foreign Language Conference 


“Törless’s ‘modern’ crisis: Elusive Experience in Robert Musil’s Die  
 Verwirrungen des Zöglings Törless”
CONFERENCE PANELS ORGANIZED
2008

Northeastern American Society for Eighteenth Century Studies

“The Uncanny 18th Century”

2008

Northeastern Modern Language Association

“The Image of America in German Culture”

TEACHING

Courses taught in German
100-level German:  introductory instruction in German; design courses around language proficiency levels as described by ACTFL and CERF; integrated targeted cultural instruction based on ACTFL cultural standards

200-level German: intermediate level instruction in German; design courses around language proficiency levels as described by ACTFL and CERF; integrated targeted cultural instruction based on ACTFL cultural standards

300-level German: introduces students to important movements and works of German literary and cultural history from the Middle Ages through the 20th century; uses novel approaches such as “sites of memory” and German Graphic Novels to build knowledge of field and intercultural competence
Courses taught in English
Berlin: a Cultural Biography

Implements Pierre Nora’s concept of sites of memory to trace how Berlin contributed to the construction of German collective identity since the eighteenth century

Identity as Image: the German Bildugnsroman: 
The focus of this class is understanding the attempts by 
thinkers, artists, and aestheticians in German-speaking Europe  

to secure a path to self-formation via literature.

Madness and Mayhem in Modernity

Investigates the ways in which the modern condition articulates itself in the art of German-speaking Europe in the first decades of the twentieth century.

Guilt and Punishment in German Culture

Focuses on the novella and the depiction of transgression and its 

repercussions in the German-language novella


Bi-disciplinary courses

EUST 102 – Introduction to European Studies
Taught with colleagues from the History and English Departments, lectured on  topics such as the image of death in European culture, Faust, utopian and dystopian literature among others.



BIDS 209 – German Voices

This course explores the process of cultural production and commentary in literature and music, comparing the modes of representation as well as the moments of consonance and dissonance in these media.

First-year seminar




Build your own Westeros – Experimenting with Culture

This seminar uses utopian and dystopian novels to introduce students to cultural semiotics, and to answer the question “What is culture?” By reading theoretical texts by Clifford Geertz, Yuri Lotman, Pierre Nora and others, students gain an understanding of semiotics as a meaning making system before reading literary utopias through that lens. Finally, students create their own cultures, including interactive digital maps, to explore what it means to negotiate meaning across semiotic and cultural boundaries.
SERVICE 

Service to German Area Studies Program
2004
Developed Minor in German Area Studies 


• initiated and introduced minor in German Studies.  Coordinated efforts 

   among faculty from several departments to produce a viable program   

   in German Studies.  Program integrates courses in German with 

   existing classes in other disciplines to construct a truly interdisciplinary 

   program. 



• structured program to ensure that students complete course work in 

   three areas focusing on: intellectual traditions, historical heritages, and 

   cultural legacies of German-speaking Europe.

• initiating overhaul of program and instituting common and regular 

  assessment tools to ensure students and the program is meeting its goals

2004-present
Coordinator of German Area Studies Program

2015-present
Co-organizer of German Area Studies Symposium

2019, 2007
Wrote and revised SAC documents for the German Area Studies

2014, 2007
Organized and oversaw the search for and mentoring of new Visiting Assistant 

Professor of German program

2011-present
Administer Blocker Fellowship Program



• mentored German Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching 
  Assistants



• developed and maintain relationships with programs in Germany




• contribute to Blocker Fellowship website




• co-Conduct pre-departure workshop with Blocker Fellows




• co-Organize publication of Blocker cultural projects




• help recruit Blocker Fellows and hold informational meetings on study abroad 

  options
2010-present
Assisted in selection of Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching Assistant 

2005-present 
Oversee individual majors and minors in German Area Studies.

Service to HWS
2013-2015
Associate Dean of First-Year Seminars 

• recruit and mentor faculty for First-Year Seminar program




• prepare workshops to train faculty in advising and instruction of 

  critical thinking

• contribute to new student orientation

• organize end-of-semester FSEM Symposium to showcase work 

  completed by first-year students in their seminars

• co-organize FSEM pedagogy day in spring to prepare FSEM faculty

• developed calendar of FSEM administrative “life-cycle” to systematize 

  year-round tasks of FSEM administration 

• initiated FSEM Critical Thinking Study Groups
- recruited several colleagues to developing and employing activities to foster critical thinking in FSEMs. The groups met regularly to talk about critical thinking in different disciplines, as well as successes and struggles. The work resulted in a collection of critical thinking exercises available to colleagues interested in teaching for critical thinking.



• served as diversity liaison for various departmental searches
2018-19
FSEM Fellow 




• worked with Associate Dean for Curricular Initiatives and Development 

and other colleagues to develop creative programming and build campus-  

wide cohesion of FSEM program
2013-2015
Assessment Committee 
2012-2013
Member of FACIT 
2012

Served as outside member on Jim Capreedy’s Review I Committee
2011

Served on Music Department search committee
2010 

Served on Caroline Travalia’s Review I committee 

2004

Presented faculty response at convocation
Service to the Profession

2017

External Reviewer for The German Quarterly
2013-present
member of executive committee of NEASECS 
2009

member of AATG Culture Task Force charged with developing new teaching 

materials that integrate culture in the foreign-language classroom
2008

assisted in organization NeASECS conference at HWS

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP


American Association of Teachers of German; 

Modern Language Association
German Studies Association
July 2020
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